Concordia University 
Faculty of Fine Arts Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of November 16, 2007 
Present: C. Wild (Chair), I. Bachmann, A. Cappelluto, F.-X. Cloutier, D. Cross, L. 
Dandurand, M. Di Grappa, R. Ellias, D. Elliott, M. Falsetto, A. Fargnoli, B. Foss, E. Janzen, A. 
Jim, L. Lerner, E. Little, C. MacKenzie, M. Montanaro, F. Morelli, C. Mullen, D. Pariser, K. 
Perry, M. Racine, P. Rist, T. Scherbak, G. Schwartz, S. Snow, T. Stathopoulos 


Regrets: J. Barndt, L. Berezowsky, J. Godolphin, D. Jojich, P. Langdon, J. Leclerc, J. 
Naccarato, E. Regler, R. Reid, R. Richman Kenneally, 


Guests: K. Adams, B. Black, N. Burke, J.-P. Duchesne, L. Larose, A. Tanner-MacDonald 
1. Appointments to the Fine Arts Faculty Council (FFAC-07-11-16-D1) 
MOTION: (K. Perry, M. Montanaro) 


“that the following appointments to Fine Arts Faculty Council be approved: 


Staff Representatives (2 years) Term Expires 

Daniéle Berthiaume May 31/09 

Frangois-Xavier Cloutier May 31/09” 
CARRIED 


2. Approval of the Agenda 

The Agenda was approved with the addition of document 4a “Undergraduate Curriculum Changes 
(ARTE 12), Department of Art Education” under “Academic” by Associate Dean Foss and P. 
Rist’s report on the Senate Finance Committee under “Other Business”. 

a. Approval of the revised Minutes of September 14, 2007 

MOTION: (P. Rist, M. Montanaro) 


“that the revised Minutes of the meeting of September 14, 2007, be approved.” 


CARRIED 
4, Approval of the Minutes of October 12, 2007 
MOTION: (T. Stathopoulos, B. Foss) 
“that the Minutes of the meeting of October 12, 2007, be approved.” 

CARRIED 


5. Business Arising from the Minutes 
There was no business arising from the Minutes. 


6. School of Extended Learning Presentation 
Noel Burke, Dean, School of Extended Learning 


N. Burke made a presentation on the School of Extended Learning. A discussion ensued regarding 
revenue sharing language instruction offerings, bilingual programming and programming for a 
summer institute. N. Burke invited interested members of the Faculty of Fine Arts to speak to him 
should they have suggestions or questions. 


7. Chair’s Remarks 
The Chair made the following remarks: 


e There was a excellent speech given by the Fine Arts Honorary Doctorate, Charlie Hill, at 
the Fall convocation (November 11, 2007). 

e The Chair mentioned various upcoming key FOFA and University events. 

e There will be three days of public presentations of the shortlisted candidates for the 
University Librarian position. They are scheduled on November 19-21, 2007 from 12:00 
p.m. to 1:00 p.m. in H-110. 

¢ Upcoming Council guests: Maurice Charland, Director, Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies 
in Society and Culture and Catherine Russell, Director, PhD in Humanities will be at the 
December 14, 2007 meeting of Council. 


8. Question Period 
A question arose as to whether or not there was a policy for academic and non academic units 
across the faculty. Specifically, the Office of the Student Affairs’ practice of closing from 12:00 
p.m. to 1:00 p.m. was called into question. The fact that this has been the longstanding practice 
was noted. The Chair said she will look at the practice and report back to Council. 
9. Appointments to Committees (FFAC-07-11-16-D2) 
MOTION: (M. Montanaro, K. Perry) 

“that the following appointments to Committees be approved: 

Search Committee for the Chair of Music 


Mark Sussman, Department of Theatre” 
CARRIED 


10. Michael Di Grappa, Acting President 
Louise Dandurand, Interim Provost 


M. Di Grappa and L. Dandurand were invited to Council in their new roles as Acting President and 
Interim Provost respectively. They thanked Council for the opportunity to have a shared 
discussion. They indicated their commitment to working together with various units of the 
University to ensure Concordia’s continued success. A discussion ensued regarding strategic 
planning, labour negotiations, and current senior administration searches. In particular, Acting 
President Di Grappa was thanked for his gracious and appropriate address at convocation. 


On behalf of Council, the Chair thanked M. Di Grappa and L. Dandurand for their willingness to 
provide leadership at this time. 


11. Academic 

Report of the Associate Dean, Academic and Student Affairs (FFAC 07-11-16-D3) 

There were no questions in regards to the report. 

Graduate GPA Committee Report (FFAC 07-03-23-D2) 

This report was presented as an item at the March 23, 2007 meeting of Council and A. Cappelluto 
asked for comments to be sent to her attention. At the April 20, 2007 meeting Associate Dean 
Cappelluto mentioned that no comments were received and suggested that this document be 


revisited at a later period. Associate Dean Foss asked if there were any questions or comments and 
if anyone was opposed to setting forth a motion to approve the document at this point in time. 


MOTION: (B. Foss, M. Falsetto) 
“that the document Graduate GPA Committee Report (FFAC 07-03-23-D2) be approved” 
CARRIED 


Recommendations from the Committee to establish minimum scores for iBTOEFL (FFAC 07-11- 
16-D4) 


There was a discussion in regards to the standards in terms of iBTOEFL scores and the fact that 
Concordia University has the lowest standard score (75) for the test compared to 43 other 
institutions. 


There was concern whether the University CELDT test was set at a different level from the 
iBTOEFL. The Chair committed to getting more information on this and reporting back to 
Council. 


MOTION: (D. Pariser, B. Foss) 


“that the Faculty of Fine Arts endorses raising its iBTOEFL score to a minimum of 80” 


a 


CARRIED 


Undergraduate Curriculum Changes (ARTE-12), Department of Art Education (FFAC 07-11-16- 
D4a) 


This amendment is in line with new government regulations and is necessary in order for Art 
Education graduates to be allowed to teach. 


MOTION: (B. Foss, D. Pariser) 
“that the document Undergraduate Curriculum Changes (ARTE-12), Department of Art Education 


(FFAC 07-11-16-D4a) be approved” 
CARRIED 


12. Research and International Relations 
e Report of the Associate Dean, Research and International Relations (FFAC-07-11- 
16-D5) 


Associate Dean Bachmann mentioned that she was coordinating a new call for research funding 
and new requests for CRCs and CURCs. She will be accepting requests for top up funding of 
visiting lecturers (there is $2000 available). 
13. _ Facilities 

e Report of the Associate Dean, Planning and Academic Facilities (FFAC-07-11-16- 

D6) 

The Chair asked that questions and comments be forwarded to the Associate Dean. 
14. Other business 
As the Fine Arts representative on the Senate Finance Committee, P. Rist gave a verbal report to 
Council as the Committee had met for the first time the previous day. He said that the VP Finance 
had presented information on the base revenues (tuition and government funding) for an individual 
Concordia student. A more detailed report will be available at the next meeting of Council. 
The Chair noted that the next meeting of Council is December 14, 2007. 
15. Adjournment 


The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 


B. Henchey 
November 21, 2007 


